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a oS ee See oe : 
Amtrak’s new Auto Train, carrying passengers and their automo les 
between Virginia and Florida, meets Amtrak’s Silver Meteor, providing 
passenger service between New York and Florida. 


Amtrak’s 1984 calendar, pictured here, is 
now available. 

This year’s calendar features another beautiful 
painting by artist Gil Reid, from a series done 
exclusively for Amtrak. 

The calendars are $3.50 each. Or you can get 2 
for $6.00 and 3 for $8.00. Calendars for 1980, 
1981, 1982 and 1983 are also available at the 
same price. 

To order,‘ make checks payable t 

Amtrak Calendar, PO. Box 7717, 

Dept. G, Itasca, IL 60143. 

*Allow 2 weeks for delivery. 
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Amtrak’s 1984 calendar, pictured here, is 
now available. 

This year’s calendar features another beautiful 
painting by artist Gil Reid, from a series done 
exclusively for Amtrak. 

The calendars are $3.50 each. Or you can get 2 
for $6.00 and 3 for $8.00. Calendars for 1980, 
1981, 1982 and 1983 are also available at the 
same price. 

To order,‘ make checks payable t 

Amtrak Calendar, PO. Box 7717, 

Dept. G, Itasca, IL 60143. 

*Allow 2 weeks for delivery. 
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WE ‘RE NOW THE SECOND-HIGHEST AMTRAK 
RETAIL SALES AGENCY IN NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA AND SIX WESTERN STATES. 
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT, RTN READERS! 
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LETTERS 


I would like to present another view of trav- 
eling on Amtrak at Chri 1983, in response 
to Andrew Selden and his “‘ Amtrak Ice Follies” 
(RTN 283). 

My wife, my 8-month old son, and I traveled 
Dec 20 & 21 from Detroit Lakes MN to Lima 
OH for the holidays. While we experienced 
many of the same problems Mr. Selden faced, 
we didn’t allow them to spoil our long-awaited 
trip. We were 7 hours late into Chicago and 
missed our connection, but Amtrak did an ad- 
mirable job handling the situation. There were 
approximately 200 passengers also from the 
EMPIRE BUILDER who missed connections 
and not once did I hear complaining like Mr. 
Selden indicated. I have been treated much 
worse by airlines which are more “professional” 
according to the quoted. 

Our return trip was also plagued with late 
trains and overcrowded diners, but considering 
the weather outside, we were happy to be on 
the comfort of the train and not driving. 

My advice to Mr. and Mrs, Selden: Next time 
you travel, fly because that’s where your hearts 

eally are. If you really want to get claustropho- 
bic, drive your car with a 4-month old stra ped 
in an infant seat, Eight hours late is a sina 
Price to pay for a safe trip. Had you driven, 
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you may have never made it, considering the 
weather we had that week. 

As for us, we will continue to use Amtrak 
during holidays on our trips to Ohio and will 
enjoy the relaxing atmosphere where we can 
meet people and visit, eat a good meal, nap, or 
curl up with a good book, instead of constantly 
worrying about the schedule and cursing Amtrak 
over something which they have no control. 

Toby J. Imler, DDS 
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota 


After reading RTN 283, with its accounts of 
Antrak ineptness during the Christmas season, 
two courses of action come to mind when I 
think of Amtrak: either screaming, or joining 
sports commentator Don Meredith in a rendition 
of “Turn out the lights, the party's over.” Why 
is it that Amtrak must always pick the most crit- 
ical time of the year to have its operations fall 
apart? Andrew Selden’s article really hit home 
in comparing flying to travel on Amtrak—if air 
service is available, why would a rational traveler 
even consider taking the train? 

I took my first intercity train trip in 1977, 
when I was in high school. Since that time, ser- 
vice here in Klamath Falls has generally been on 
the upswing—until recently. I never rode any of 
the great trains in their heyday, so the Lexan win- 
dows and brokendown condition of the old roll- 
ing stock didn’t upset me. Besides, everyone said 
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ON THE 


Artist's conception of the Southern California Buliet Train gliding beneath the 
proposed Redhill Avenue overpass in Tustin CA, This illustration appeared ina 
brochure mailed by American High Speed Rail to residents of Tustin in January 
in an effort to persuade them favorably toward the rail plans. AHSR’s Redhill 
Avenue overpass would end all traffic jams now caused by freight and passenger 
trains, the company argued. Noise problems would also be resolved by placing the 
existing Santa Fe tracks in a channel below ground level. 


that with patience all would be made right by the 
new Superliners. Well, it is now 1984, and the 
anticipation of 1977 has faded to the reality of 
today, The STARLIGHT has new Superliners, 
but the old problems of unreliable schedules and 
mechanical troubles remain. 

I had a business appointment in Pordiand on 
Jan 6, so I decided to ride the STARLIGHT to 
Portland on the fifth and ride Portland to Salem 
on the sixth, as I had a ride home to Klamath 
Falls from there. The SP now allows passenger 
trains to run faster than 70mph, so 48 minutes 
were cut from train 14’s schedule with the Octo- 
ber timetable between Klamath Falls and Port- 
land. 

Unfortunately, any attempt to check on the 
fast timecard was lost, as ne. 14 missed its arrival 
of 7:06am by 80 minutes. Asking passengers al- 
ready aboard why the train was so late produced 
several responses like ‘‘We stopped several times 
last night for no reason at all.” This is the one 
disadvantage of operating the STARLIGHT 
thru Chico: most freight on the SP goes down 
the East Valley line inte Roseville, soas the eco- 
nomy improves, traffic congestion on this line 
gets much worse. 

I was in luck in one respect—the STARLIGHT 
would at least be serving my destination. A 
derailment at Castle Rock WA severed Seattle- 
Portland service; our equipment would be turned 
to become no. 11, while passengers would be 
bused on. 

It’s really sad to see the STARLIGHT look- 
ing so run down lately. 1 remember the spring 
of 1981, when the train was always on time 
and the equipment sparkled. Now the locomo- 
tives are a dirty disgrace, and the cars’ stripes 
have faded badly. Inside, the lounge cars are 
really shabby, as many plastic fittings are falling 
apart. By Eugene, the toilets in the lounge and 
two of the coaches had thrown in the towel. 

Service on the train was rather good. The 
attendants in the lounge were excellent, and 
service in the diner was adequate. This was my 
first experience with train chiefs, and I found 
that their primary function was that of apologist 
as Mr. Selden noted. If Amtrak is going to con- 
tinue this program, why not give these people 
something to do besides make PA announce- 
ments and smile? For starters, I think the chiefs 
should be responsible for fare collection and 
issuance of tickets, since they should be more 
familiar with connecting services than the 
regular railroad conductors, 

Arrival at Portland came at 3:26. I was mild- 
ly surprised that we didn’t wye at East Portland 
and back in, so no. 11’s departure would be 
more normal, 


The next day my return to Salem pointed out 
yet another STARLIGHT preblem—luggage hand- 
ling. As hard as it is to believe, bags are 
hand-loaded one at a time at Portland. A large 
amount of express was loaded on no, 11, so even 
tho the train beat its 3:05 arrival time, it didn’t 
leave until 3:27. No, 11 operates on a 2hr, 22min 
schedule to Eugene, which may be the fastest 
time ever. Sadly, if very many people ride, this 
schedule is unattainable due to the inefficient 
baggage procedure, 

Mr. Claytor and company had better get with 
it, and soon. Even tho the scenery was the usual 
great, this trip was the first I ever regretted after 
it was over. Unlike years past, Amtrak can no 
longer alibi poor performance on old equipment. 
I can understand foul weather causing Amtrak 
problems, but it shouldn’t cause major service 
disruptions. 

Greg Brown 
Klamath Falis, Oregon 


In RTN 283 it was almost impossible to find 
anything GOOD that your writers had to say 
about Amtrak. Altho Amtrak, like any major 
corporation, has its problems, there are certainly 
at least a few good points that can be written 
about. 

I find it ironic that in that same issue you 
published your latest train rating poll. In re- 
viewing the results, I can find only two trains 
that are below average. Half are rated good or 
better. There are several that even have a higher 
food quality rating than the CANADIAN! If 
service (and everything else) is so poor, why do 
most of the trains have such high ratings? 

If publications such as yours also report the 
good side of Amtrak and its employees, then 
the negative will be better received by corporate 
management. When an issue has nothing but bad 
things to say, it is probably dismissed without a 
second thought in Washington DC. 

James Hamre 
Puyallup, Washington 

The letters in RTN 284 convey all too clearly 
what ’s wrong with passenger-train enthusiasm 
in America today. 

Clyde Brehm identifies himself clearly as the 
worst sort of railfan jerk. Not getting first-rate 
service during high-season rushes is one thing; 
what happened to the trainload in “‘Ice Follies” 
is something far worse. Are the hundreds and 
thousands who paid good money to get the 
shaft just so many crumbum amateurs to be 
dismissed with the wave of a hand? Some of 
us lesser breed aren’t able to schedule our 
Christmas holidays for March to avoid getting 
slapped in the face. page 3 


Mr, Ballou’s letter is less of the same. Amtrak | trains, Please understand that I’m not looking 
has taken advantage since its beginning of the back thru rose-tinted lenses. Once upon a time 
maschocistic Pollyanna railfans who are grateful | the railroad industry had enough pride that, for 
for any filth served up on a dining-car plate. the price of a ticket, the passenger was made to 
I’ve actually had some good times aboard Am- feel like a majority stockholder. The railroads 
trak, I’ve also had enough wretched ones which | aren’t the only institutions to have lost this 
were entirely unnecessary to know that Amtrak pride, and Amtrak has never had it in the first 
is a national disgrace, place. The passenger should be regarded as 


It’s nice to read about a good trip, but I sub-_ | Amtrak’s raison d'etre and not a bloody nuisance 
mit that it shouldn't be news. Bad trips should | as is altogether too frequently the case. 
be the rarest of exceptions, just as they were 
when I was a kid who was privileged to ride the 


Reg Stocking II 
San Francisco, California 


The fastest-growing transit system in the country, the Washington Metro, got a big 
boost and had a major setback in the space of two days. 

A section of the Red Line’s 13.8-mile extension into Maryland from the present 
Van Ness-UDC terminal will be open ahead of schedule despite the shortage of the 
Breda rail cars and predictions of overcrowding. The line to Grosvenor will see service 
begin on Aug 25, while the rest of the line to Shady Grove will open as planned in the 
middle of December. 

Metro officials are anxious to have the line completed quickly as the Red Line is 
expected to be the most profitable, or in real terms the least money-losing, route of 
the entire system, recovering 71% of the operating costs from the farebox, as opposed 
to 48% for the system as a whole. Predictions are for 35,000 additional riders. 

However, Montgomery County officials are concerned that the proposed fares, 
especially at peak hours, are too high and may discourage new riders. From the end 
point at Shady Grove to Metro Center the fare is expected to be $3.10 at rush hours 
and $1.55 at non-rush hours. In addition, passengers driving to the station will have to 
incur parking fees. 

The Reagan Administration is proposing to recommend only 60% of the funding 
that Metro officials say is needed to complete the Red Line to Glenmont and the 
Franconia-Springfield spur or to build the long-delayed section of the Green Line in 
the District and Prince George’s County. The smallest Metro system would be 76.4 
completed miles, while the full plan calls for 101 miles. 

This information comes from the Washington Times and Post courtesy of a Conrail 
employee. kkk 

In New York, the Times printed a series of letters concerning the West Side freight 
line mentioned in the last column under the heading “‘A Rail Corridor Too Precious 
for Amtrak”, altho only one portion of one letter actually referred to Amtrak. 

That letter stated that local transit needs far outweighed the needs of the relatively 
few riders who would benefit from bringing Amtrak’s Empire Service into Penn Station 
and eliminating the use of Grand Central. With the new Convention Center rising on 
the West Side, the writer called for an extension of the no. 7 Flushing Line to line 
Grand Central with the new facility via the West Side Line, in addition to directly serv- 
ing the Port Authority Bus Terminal. He argued that a subway extension was a much 
better plan than putting trolleys back on 42nd Street. 
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A couple of Lower West Side residents said that the rusty el i 
y elevated line should b 
ee ee ‘een eke woud = no chance of establishing a noisy overhead ttanatt 
Tridor thru tneir neighborhood. A third writer ]j é i j 
sue Aa er listed all the wasted rights of way on 
The New York Post carried a big story and the New York Times printed a 
small 
item iis mt new ees Chairman Robert Kiley missing a meeting if New York he- 
cause the Boston subway on which he was riding brok i 
eupecenas ig broke down in a tunnel on the way 
Both papers carried major stories about MTA emplo i 
¢ yees who quit work a couple of 
hours early, during spot checks thru the system. The reports blamed rnitiasemert sup- 
ervision and said that the practice costs the MTA between $1.2 million (Times) and 
$1.5 million (Post) a year, 
Real estate developers have occasionally been given the right to build bulki 
estate develc ier or 
taller buildings in midtown Manhattan by promising to improve public amenities such 


The Long Island Rail Road reported 
that its on-time performance in Decemb- 
er was 81.9%, the lowest for the year, H 
mainlydue to a job action by employees Rail Road 
and severely cold weather. For the year Compa ny 
as a whole, the performance was 89.3%, 
up from 85.6% for 1982. The evening rush hours see 3.8% more on-time trains than 
do do morning rush hours—maybe because the morning riders, conductors and engin- 
cers are still half asleep. 

Metro-North offered a special package ticket for its riders in conjunction with the 
annual Dutch flower festival “Trumpets of Spring” at the New York Botanical Gardens 
in the Bronx. Adult passengers traveling from Grand Central to the Botanical Garden, 
Harlem Line Station pay $5.80 for roundtrip train tickets and exhibition entrance fee, 
a saving of 90¢ over the cost if bought separately. Children under 12 save 20¢, but cur- 
iously senior citizens and the handicapped pay 35¢ more! The Times ina separate arti- 
cle highlighted the package fares, Taking the subway is cheaper, but the walk is con- 
siderably longer. Peer 


__ A Metro-North train on the New Canaan Branch struck a stalled car at a level cross- 
ing on Jan 21, fatally injuring the driver. There were no passengers in the train and no 
injuries to the train crew. 

_ A fire ina PATH train in the tunnel near Pavonia Station disrupted the entire morn- 
ing rush hour on Jan 23 for riders on the Journal Square and Hoboken to 33rd Street 
services. One friend reported that when he left a Morristown train at Hoboken and 
found the platform backed up with commuters from the gates to the end of the train 
shed, he got back on the train and went home until noon, 

— Ons an 30, just after the rush-hour peak, two Metro-North diesel-electric locomo- 
tives derailed and caught fire in the Park Avenue tunnel leading to Grand Central at 
52nd Street, delaying 15,000 riders and holding up 90 trains for up to two hours, 
Smoky conditions added to the confusion and normal service was no restored until 2pm. 

kik 

_ Both Washington and New York newspapers had stories about the trials and tribula- 
tions of passengers arriving at their local Amtrak stations. In Washington the taxi rider 
is at the mercy of some dispatchers and some cabbies who may decide when the cab 
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The Long Island 


may leave and whether the rider has to share the cab with other passengers. At Penn 
Station in New York, teenagers and young adults are accosting passengers laden with 
luggage to earn big tips for getting them a cab. The worst scenario is demanding a cou- 
ple of dollars for simply opening the taxi door. Taxi drivers do not like the practice 
because the passengers frequently take it out on them and leave smaller tips. 

kk 

Two recent weekend trips on Amtrak’s Shore Line produced less than satisfactory 
trips. On Saturday, Jan 21 I was scheduled to take train 170, the YANKEE CLIPPER, 
to Providence at 11:55am to give an evening lecture in Seekonk, Rhode Island. Upon 
arrival at Penn Station, the train was reported first as 20, then 40mins late. Finally it 
was announced that the train was being indefinitely delayed due to equipment failure 
at New Brunswick. The next train was not due out until 3:13pm, the longest gap of 
the day in Boston-bound service. 

A special train was organized to originate at Penn Station, but it did not leave until 
the YANKEE CLIPPER passengers from the south arrived on a connecting NJ Transit 
train. The makeup train was further delayed on the Hell Gate route because Metro- 
North refused to accept some new cars onto its line, resulting in a blocked track. I ar- 
rived in Providence 3hrs, 15mins late on a trip scheduled for 3% hours, and 1% hours 
late for the talk. 

The return trip on Sunday via train 173, the YANKEE CLIPPER, was 10mins late 
into Providence and 45mins late into New York because of heavy boarding (150 at 
Providence, for instance) thru too few open doors. This train picks up the excursion 
ticket riders on Sundays, before the 1pm blackout period begins, from Boston to Old 
Saybrook and Springfield to Meriden, and the 9-car train arrived full in New York. The 
beautiful ride, thru a coastal winter wonderland of freshly fallen snow, helped make up 
for the southbound delay. 
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involved 500-700 passengers. Some frightened people thought that they might be 


pushed onto the tracks from the high-level platforms at the very narrow passages around 


the elevators. I brought this dangerous practice to the attention of station services, and 
the clerk in charge said that this stationmaster made this a regular practice when thru 
trains were running late. A letter to the Superintendent followed. 

The next weekend on a trip to Boston and Salem, the same train, no. 170, was 20 


mins late into South Station, with a full load in eight cars for a good portion of the trip. 


I then rode the Red and Green Lines (60¢) to Government Center, had dinner with 
friends at the Legal Seafood, then drove to the Lechmere Station for the shuttle bus to 
the Boston and Maine yards where the North Station commuter service originated due 
to the recent fire that knocked out the drawbridge over the Charles River just north of 
the station. I rode a shabby push-pull train made up of old Budd cars, 30 minutes, to 
Salem where a woman passenger, who said that the fire had added a half hour to her 
daily commute, walked me to the Hawthorne Inn. 

On Saturday, Jan 28 the MBTA began using Sullivan Square as the transfer point 
where passengers connect with the Orange Line. The rebuilding of the Charles River 
crossing may take a full year to complete. 

On Sunday, I got a lift to South Station and tried the New England Metroliner for 
the first time. The 3-car train was sold out, on time, and the meal, a roast beef dinner 
at $8.75, was quite good. However, there was a complete breakdown in on-board ser- 
vice when an Amtrak employee became disoriented and out of control. 

The Shore Line portion of the Corridor gets very low marks from this former school 
teacher, with three out of four trains delayed a total of 4hours, 15minutes. 
page 6 
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NARP Meets inS.F. 


BY JIM RUSSELL 
The National Asseciation of Railroad Pas- 
sengers, Region XII, met irr San Francisco on Feb 
4 for a three-hour luncheon meeting at which a 
number of interesting speakers appeared. 

The first guest speaker was Hareld Geissen-— 
heimer, Gereral Manager of the S.F. Muni transit 
system. He told the good news that cable car 
restoration is making rapid progress, sa that in 
early April cable installation will be done. In 
May, testing of the rebuilt system will start, 
and by June some riders will be able ta hoard 
the rebuilt cars. The California Street line 
already has new slet brakes installed. Elsewhere 
on the Muni system, the Muni-Metro operation has 
20 more new cars on hand, tha not officially ac- 
cepted yet. That number will bring the total of 
the new LRT cars at the maximum of 130, He re- 
minded his audience that historic streetcars are 
Still running on Market Street, om Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

Amtrak Board member Ralph Kerchum followed 
Mr. Geisserheimer at the speaker’s rostrum Mr. 
Kerchum has just been reappointed to the Board. 
His talk was most lively and informative, and 
elicited a big respense from the audience of 
NARP members. He said that the two best thngs 
that have happened ta Amtrak recently were the 
appointment of Elizabeth Dole as DOT Secretary 
and of John Riley as the new Federal RR Admini—- 
strator., Dole is "absolutely committed to a na- 
tional rail passenger system", Kerchum said. And 
Riley is “come thousand percent far passenger 
service and for getting mail back om the trains” 
4erchiun indicated. 

About his work on the Amtrak Board, Kerchum 
said that "we are not a board of directors; we 
are a board of directed people." Apparently Am- 
trak President Claytor leads the board meetings 
with a Firm hand, putting thru business that is 
on the agenda but allowing minimal time for  in- 
put from the board members. Board meetings last 
gust 30 to 45 minutes, while under previous Pre- 
sidernt Alan Boyd they would last "until noon.” 

page 7 


Boyd and Claytor are the only Amtrak Presidents 
who have held the joint positions of President 
and Board Chairman. Under Claytor, the Board 
members are “rubber stanps. " 

What would Kerchum attempt to da if he were 
mat oa rubber stamp? Evidently he would like to 
see the Amtrak system exoanded. Eut “under this 
administration there will be neo expansion of the 
system." Fully 75 percent of our cities have na 
or poor service, Kerchum said, Kerchum wanted 
Amtrak at least to extend the PIONEER inte Wyom- 
ing tea orevide service for that state when the 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR was moved into Colorade—-—to 
try it for a year as an experiment. Obviously, 
his efforts failed. As another example of loca- 
tions with poor service, Texas is the fourth- 
highest tax-paying state, but Gees not have Am- 
trak service commensurate with that level of tax 
Paymerits. 

Kerchum is afraid that the GULF COAST LIMI- 
TED “has no future"; that the train won’t sur 
Vive beyond its initial experimental period. An- 
trak was "Surprised" when the states sponsoring 
it actually came up with the money, he said. 

Kerchum definitely feels that many parts of 
the mation have inadequate service, including 
the Western states. Hut he seems ta hald little 
nope that he and the rest of the Board will be 
able toa change that fact. “We may not get any- 
thing dane, but they’?1l have to listen to us" 
was his coneluding remark. 

NARP Director George Falcon oresented his 
Golden Spike Award to NARP itself, and esoveciali- 
ly to leif E. Lange for heading the effort to 
try to save the SPIRIT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. Lange then told of the valiant effart 
to keep that train. California rail supporters 
raised $2000 ta start am advertising campaion 
for the train, since it was clear that neither 
Antrak nor Caltrans would do so, Then NARP be- 
gan a nationwide appeal for money from its mem- 
bers, and by June 1983, 13,000 was coming in. 
Half of that was for the Washington office, ard 
half far the SPIRIT camoaign. The advertising 
strategy went thusly: 275 small ads were placed 
in 15 eollege newspapers along the route, at a 
cost of $1454. In the summer of i983 radia spat 
page 8 


commercials were ourchased--~a total of 492 s0- 
and 60-second spots on nine stations in July and 
August. The cost of these soots varied tremen-~ 
Geusiy depending on location. Some San Francis- 
co and L.A. stations charged $500 fer 30-second 
spots in midday, so these were bypassed in faver 
of smaller key cities such as Santa Barbara and 
Oxnard, where the cast was about $10 Per spot. 
The advertising was extremely effective. In May 
the ridershio, which was Sagging, began to turn 
around, sa that im June it was up 20%, up again 
in July, and in August the train carried for the 
First time over 10,900 riders in a Single month. 
September was up 40% over 1982, with Labor Day 
showing the second busiest day ever. If the 
Greyhound strike had occurred earlier, the added 
patronage would have put the train over its cri; 
terion, Mr.Lange said. 

What we did NOT do, he Said, was to buy one 
big ad for a big TV event like the Superbowl, 
alluding to Amtrak's Marketing Dept. strategies. 
Instead Lange and his helpers concentrated on 
small local media sources, giving specific in- 
Formation on how to take the train locally. He 
Played a tape of one radio spot dane on a Span- 
ish language station. The station translated 
the commercial inta Spanish and taped it against 
a background of chao-choo train sounds. To a 
nom-Spanish speaking person the ad was net too 
intelligible except for sccasianal mentions of 
the ward "Amtrak" and for the last credit line 
to the "National Association of Railroad Passen-— 
gers", ta the amusement of Lange’s audience. 
Basically, the ad tald the listener to “take the 
might train"--rot to be confused with the COAST 
STARLIGHT." The radio spots were effective: in 
Chica the ads increased the Chico bus connection 
patronage from 2-4 persons per bus to 18-25. 

Political money was spent on persuading the 
state legislature to put money for the train 
back in the budget. However, the Governor line- 
item vetoed it, as RTN readers knaw. Lange noted 
that the train wasn’t a very important item to 
Key legislators, unlike the SAN JOAQUINS, which 
canstitute the only train service in the Valley. 
The SPIRIT wasn’t the only train on its route, 
and legislators had more critical matters to 


think about. 
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NARP Director Roger Hooson urged rail suo- 
porters ta write to the Governor of Nevada, uro- 
ing hin to provide state funding--$500,000 is 
needed-—Ffor the orapoesed Qakland—-Rera/Sparks 
train. (His address: Gov. Richard Bryan, State 
Capitol, Carson City NV 89721.) 

NARP Director John Kirkwood noted that Am- 
trak’s Marketing Dept. of mot interested in ads 
that are route-specific, like thase Lange spake 
ar, The SUNSET LIMITED is the weakest train in 
the system, but Amtrak is mot interested in it, 
he said. Amtrak Marketing’?s Norman told Kirk- 
wood that "tri-weekly trains have their place.” 
Kirkwood said that Amtrak has found the Dallas- 
Houston line not up to standards. He criticized 
Antrak for not being aggressive encugh im get—- 
ting new equipment. He noted that Beech Grove 
is pretty much tied up with AUTO TRAIN equipment 
work toa the detriment of other trains that have 
preblems with equipment. He regretted seeing 
Amtrak’s On-Board Services moved into Ooerations 
with the departure of Clark Tyler. There, 15 
will have lower visibility, he said, and will be 
less responsive to outside criticism. 

Art Lloyd reperted that the Charles Kurait 
show "Seeing America" will follow John Madsen 
around on his train travels, giving Amtrak same 
good exposure ta TV viewers. He reported that 
Amtrak has decided that new Oklahoma service has 
ta be 443-b, partially state-supported. 

NARP regional election results were given, 
anc the following were vated in as Directors: 
Rich Tower, Bob Ramsay, Dan Lovesren, Leif 
Lange, John Kirkwood, Roger Hoosen, Bob Glover, 
George Falcon, Art Lloyd and Ed Ven Nordeck. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


““*It proves,’ he says finally, ‘that people want to ride trains. Don’t matter what 
you do to’em. There'll always be people to ride ‘em. ‘Cause trains have, | don’t 
know, a kind of magic that keeps hanging on.’"" 

—Steve Cameron in San Francisco Examiner 
/Chronicle, Feb 5. 


SLIP OF THE MONTH CLUB*** 


“Today’s Starlight, and all the other Amtrak long-distance trains in the U.S., are 
known as Superliners, gleaming silver bi-level coaches, diners, lounges and sleepers 
which, outwardly, look impressive. But somehow, it seems these sleek new trains 
have no souls.” —Same source as above. 

(Not even the single-level ones?) 
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NEW JERSEY TRANSITS North Jersey Coast Line to Matawan and Bay Head was 
disrupted the afternoon of Feb 2 wien a fire erupted in an industrial park near the 
track in Woodbridge NJ. Rush hour trains stopped at Woodbridge and buses were used. 

NEW YORK GOVERNOR Kean on Feb 5 recommended that ferry service be re- 
stored between Manhattan and New Jersey so that another Hudson River bridge or 
tunnel need not be built. 

FLORIDA TRANSIT CONSULTANT said Jan 25 that the best line for a three-coun- 
ty commuter system, for Broward, Palm Beach and Dade counties, would be the Sea- 
board Systems. 

LOS ANGELES METRO RAIL “simply won’t work” says Los Angeles magazine in 
its Jan issue. The reasons given are: (1) it won’t speed up freeway traffic; (2) pean 
density isn’t great enough to support it; (3) it will cost more than we think it will; (4) 
there isn’t enough local funding to pay for it all; and (5) people won’t ride it because 
L.A. is too automobile-oriented. 


Peninsula Commute Line. 


RTN photo. 


BART DIRECTORS VOTED Feb 2 to aporeye a plan to build a BART extension 
to tne San Francisco Airport. After public hearings on proposed transit projects, the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission was said to be leaning more in favor of ex- 
tending the Peninsula Commute Line to downtown San Francisco, in opposition to 

the BART airport extension. The two projects are in competition for federal funds. 
NARP and BART Director John Kirkwood in an S. F. Chronicle opinion article Feb 4 
explained why BART believes the airport extension is more valuable. The Chronicle 
had been editorializing for the Peninsula Commute extension. (RTN editorially favors 
the Peninsula Commute line extension to downtown S.F., if the two projects must 

be be thus placed in competition.) 

MISSING AMTRAK TOWER operator caused “extensive peeue to all trains orig- 
inating in both Paoli and Bua Mawr during the morning rush on Jan 23, SEPTA sai 
in a notice to passengers. The switching tower at Bryn Mant PA was unmanned from 
6-8am, and inbound trains from Paoli could not cross over to the normal local service 
track at Bryn Mawr. Instead, they shared the high-speed track with Amtrak trains and 
were held at Bryn Mawr until those trains had cleared the track. 

BART WAS ORDERED by a county judge Jan 26 to adopt a plan within two weeks 
for protecting blind passengers from falling from station platforms. Two blind women 
brought suit against the transit system for failure to provide tactile warnings of the 
edge of platforms in stations. 

HAWAII MIGHT NOT build a $900 million rapid transit system in Honolulu, but 
may instead install a $200 million computer terminal system designed to make easy 
access to existing urban ground transportation. 

TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION Chairman Robert Lanier is opposed to calling 
an election this year for a rail transit referendum, saying it would not have a political 
chance. A tour in January of several cities’ rail transit systems did not change his mind. 

SEATTLE’S METRO TRANSIT system may add route 73, the Eastlake Avenue line 
linking downtown with the U. of Washington campus to the $13.9 million expansion 
program for trolley coach pee Routes 11 to Madison Park and 27 to Laschi Park 
via Yesler have been rejected as proposed trolley bus service because of the residents 
fears of the “visual blight” of wires. page 11 
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A PHILADELPHIA UPDATE 
by Walt Stringer 

Just after Christmas | returned from four freezing days in Pennsylvania. Here are 
some notes taken on the trip: - 

BROAD STREET SUBWAY: Philadelphia's disaster area has been turned into an 
impressive transit line. New Kawasaki married pairs completely fulfill consist and 
schedule requirements, with plenty of guards to ride along and protect the spruced-up 
stations. The Ridge Avenue line, closed nearly two years due to the tunnel intersecting 
its route, is.once again open. | rode City Hall-Girard-8th & Market and was most 
impressed with the improvements. A few historic cars have been preserved for excur- 
sions and museum purposes, at Fern Rock Shop. 

CENTER CITY COMMUTER TUNNEL: Four tracks can be seen leading from 
Suburban station, and four tracks emerge from the ground on the ex-Reading end and 
Join the main stem just north of Spring Garden Street station. Market East station, 
with murals and all, is.visible from small windows near Penney’s in the Galleria shop- 
Ping center, around 11th and Market. Reportedly early in 1984 a free shuttle will 
start service between Suburban station and Market East, with full tunnel service later 
in the year, In conjunction with this, a new MU yard has been built just south of 
Wayne Junction station (the present shop/yard is just north of Wayne Junction). The 
pepe facility is not hosting trains yet, but appears to have a dozen tracks and is ready 
‘0 go. 


See 


CITY TROLLEYS: Route 23 has PCC’s, along with possibly one or two North 
Philadelphia routes. Kawasaki cars cover the rest of the city. 

AIRPORT HI-SPEED LINE: Most trackwork and electrification are done, with 
impressive viaducts and stations at Philadelphia International Airport. Service should 
start in 1984, using existing SEPTA Silverliners. 

RAILROAD MUSEUM OF PENNSYLVANIA: Strasburg PA (in the Amish Dutch 
country)—the building was closed when | was there on Dec 24 (it contains steamers 
and GG-1 4800), but outside in the yard were FF-1 4935, two ex-Reading SEPTA 
FP7s (donated by Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, and painted a protective black awaiting 
restoration), several ex-Reading and Pennsy MUs and electrics, and the usual assortment 
of cars and steam engines. It’s well worth a visit. 

REGIONAL COMMUTER RAIL: The most noticeable changes are new SEPTA 
uniforms, fewer trains, higher fares, and posters announcing sweeping fare structure 
changes. | rode two Silver 4s on the Reading, and a Silver 4 and Silver 3 (St. Louis) 
on the Pennsy side. All had Lexan windows so opaque that visibility was 20% or less 
of clear glass—a common condition, from what I saw. Surely SEPTA can remedy this 
soon. 

PENNSYLVANIAN: | saw the westbound train Dec 23 with F40 264 and six cars— 
five Amcoaches and a cafe. Apparently Corridor cars run thru to Pittsburgh. 

BROADWAY LIMITED: On Dec 23 trains 40 and 41 met at Wynnewood PA with 
myself in attendance. No. 41 was 5mins late, no. 40 over five hours late because of 
cold weather in the Midwest. Both trains had an AEM-7, baggage, two sleepers, slum- 
bercoach, diner, Heritage lounge, four Amcoach I! cars, and baggage-dorm. These were 
healthy consists, and | was surprised that the electrics were operating west of Philly— 
engines would be changed at Harrisburg. 
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CRC’s position on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s proposed “New 
Rail Starts and Extensions” program. — 
POSITION ON MTC’S “STAGE ONE” RECOMMENDATIONS: 
RIGHT OF WAY PROTECTION. CRC strongly supports efforts to protect potential 
transit rights of way. Additionally, we believe the following rights of way should be 
added to the MTC list: - 

= Northwestern Pacific Railroad right of way between: Marin County and Eureka 
should be protected for future regional, intercity and freight transportation needs; - 

® All rail line abandonments in the Region should be reviewed for possible transit : 
use. For example, AC TRansit should consider use of the abandoned Santa Fe right of 
way between Richmond and Oakland for local light rail service. ~ 

We support MTC’s proposals to initiate studies of specific corridors, with the fol- 
lowing modifications: 

a Aanoeesan Jose Corridor—We believe that examination of travel patterns thru 
this area will reveal two important markets: (a) Commuters to Santa Clara County from 
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties travel to destinations in the crescent between Palo 
Alto and San Jose, an area much larger than the study boundaries; (b) A large amount 
of thru travel, including tourists, to destinations south of San Jose. 

® Caltrans/Southern Pacific Commute Service—in the three years Caltrans has been 
running the Peninsula Commute Service, it has had more than adequate time to prepare 
a comprehensive long-range service improvement and expansion program. If they can- 
not adopt a suitable long-range plan by the fall of 1984, another agency should be es- 
tablished with the specific charge of evloe and operating the service. 

@ San Jose Area—Santa Clara County and MTC should also analyze potential exten- 
sions to the Guadalupe Corridor now. The following projects should be considered as 
part of a potential light rail network serving all of Santa Clara County: 

@ North San Jose to Lockheed and Mountain View. mpayolancr, 

® Central Expressway Extension to Mountain View. ‘ 

@ Coyote Valley Extension. 

@ East San Jose Extensions—to Eastridge Mall, Evergreen College, via Tully Road 
and East Santa Clara Streets. 

@ Los Gatos/Hwy 17 Corridor to Downtown Los Gatos. 

@ Stevens Creek Blvd. Corridor. 

© West Valley Corridor to Mountain View, Lockheed and Palo Alto/Stanford 
Industrial Park/Stanford University via Foothill Expressway. — 

© Milpitas—East San Jose, thru service to Lockheed area. 

@ Southern Almaden Valley. 

= MTC and transit operators should undertake a study of non-traditional funding 
sources for the New Rail Starts and Extensions Program. These funds include operator 
general funds, sales taxes earmarked for public transit purposes, increased fares, passen- 
ger charges at both San Francisco and Oakland Airports, contributions from developers 
in exchange for relaxation of parking and street construction requirements, redevelop- 
ment project funds, transit service restructuring and reduction of non-productive serv- 
ices, and implementation of “management by objective” by transit operators. 

= MTC should take the lead in convincing the Federal and State governments to sub- 
stantially improve the transportation planning process, by requiring all major transporta- 
tion improvement projects, whether highway or public transit, to include a comprehen- 
sive alternatives analysis of all modes that can effectvely serve travelers’ needs. 

bean aoe MTC’S PROPOSED “STAGE ONE” CONSTRUCTION 

= San Jose Area—CRC strongly endorses construction of the Guadalupe Corridor 
Light Rail Transit (LRT) project, with immediate study of potential corridors as 
discussed above. 

® San Francisco MUNI Extensions—CRC strongly endorses the J-Church Extension 
to the Balboa Park BART station, the E-Embarcadero waterfront streetcar line, the F- 
Market streetcar line, and the Muni-Metro Embarcadero turnaround. We support exten- 
sion of Muni-Metro to the proposed “Mission Bay” development, with the understanding 
that it is not a substitute for the extension of Peninsula Commute Service to a down- 
town terminal. We also support the early construction of a private right of way surface 
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A PHILADELPHIA UPDATE 
by Walt Stringer 

Just after Christmas | returned from four freezing days in Pennsylvania. Here are 
some notes taken on the trip: : 

BROAD STREET SUBWAY: Philadelphia's disaster area has been turned into an 
impressive transit line. New Kawasaki married pairs completely fulfill consist and 
schedule requirements, with plenty of guards to ride along and protect the spruced-up. 
stations. The Ridge Avenue tine, closed nearly two years due to the tunnel intersecting 
its route, is.once again open. | rode City Hall-Girard-8th & Market and was most 
impressed with the improvements. A few historic cars have been preserved for excur- 
sions and museum purposes, at Fern Rock Shop. — 

CENTER CITY COMMUTER TUNNEL: Four tracks can be seen leading from 
Suburban station, and four tracks emerge from the ground on the ex-Reading end and 
join the main stem just north of Spring Garden Street station. Market East station, 
with murals and all, is.visible from small windows near Penney’s in the Galleria shop- 
Ping center, around 11th and Market. Reportedly early in 1984 a free shuttle will 
start service between Suburban station and Market East, with full tunnel service later 
in the year. In conjunction with this, a new MU yard has been built just south of 
Wayne Junction station (the present shop/yard is just north of Wayne Junction). The 
pote facility is not hosting trains yet, but appears to have a dozen tracks and is ready 

0 go. ae en nee Ne 


CITY TROLLEYS: Route 23 has PCC’s, along with possibly one or two North 
Philadelphia routes. Kawasaki cars cover the rest of the city. 

AIRPORT HI-SPEED LINE: Most trackwork and electrification are done, with 
impressive viaducts and stations at Philadelphia International Airport. Service should 
start in 1984, using existing SEPTA Silverliners. 

RAILROAD MUSEUM OF PENNSYLVANIA: Strasburg PA (in the Amish Dutch 
country)—the building was closed when | was there on Dec 24 (it contains steamers 
and GG-1 4800), but outside in the yard were FF-1 4935, two ex-Reading SEPTA 
FP7s (donated by Philadelphia Chapter, NRHS, and painted a protective black awaiting 
restoration), several ex-Reading and Pennsy MUs and electrics, and the usual assortment 
of cars and steam engines. It’s well worth a visit. 

REGIONAL COMMUTER RAIL: The most noticeable changes are new SEPTA 
uniforms, fewer trains, higher fares, and posters announcing sweeping fare structure 
changes. | rode two Silver 4s on the Reading, and a Silver 4 and Silver 3 (St. Louis) 
on the Pennsy side. All had Lexan windows so opaque that visibility was 20% or less 
of clear glass—a common condition, from what | saw. Surely SEPTA can remedy this 
soon. 

PENNSYLVANIAN: | saw the westbound train Dec 23 with F40 264 and six cars— 
five Amcoaches and a cafe. Apparently Corridor cars run thru to Pittsburgh. 

BROADWAY LIMITED: On Dec 23 trains 40 and 41 met at Wynnewood PA with 
myself in attendance. No. 41 was 5mins late, no. 40 over five hours late because of 
cold weather in the Midwest. Both trains had an AEM-7, baggage, two sleepers, slum- 
bercoach, diner, Heritage lounge, four Amcoach I cars, and baggage-dorm. These were 
healthy consists, and | was surprised that the electrics were operating west of Philly— 
engines would be changed at Harrisburg. : 
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CRC’s position on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission's proposed “New 
Rail Starts and Extensions” program. —_ £8 
POSITION ON MTC’S “‘STAGE ONE” RECOMMENDATIONS: 
RIGHT OF WAY PROTECTION. CRC strongly supports efforts to protect potential . 
transit rights of way. Additionally, we believe the following rights of way should be 
added to the MTC list: - ; ; 

= Northwestern Pacific Railroad right of way between Marin County and Eureka 
should be protected for future regional, intercity and freight transportation needs; - 

® All rail line abandonments in the Region should be reviewed for possible transit - 
use. For example, AC TRansit should consider use of the abandoned Santa Fe right of 
way between Richmond and Oakland for local light rail service. - 

We support MTC’s proposals to initiate studies of specific corridors, with the fol- 
lowing modifications: 

= Fremont-San Jose Corridor—We believe that examination of travel patterns thru 
this area will reveal two important markets: (a) Commuters to Santa Clara County from 
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties travel to destinations in the crescent between Palo 
Alto and San Jose, an area much larger than the study boundaries; (b) A large amount 
of thru travel, including tourists, to destinations south of San Jose. 

@ Caltrans/Southern Pacific Commute Service—In the three years Caltrans has been 
running the Peninsula Commute Service, it has had more than adequate time to prepare 
a comprehensive long-range service improvement and expansion program. If they can- 
not adopt a suitable | range plan by the fall of 1984, another agency should be es- 
tablished with the specific charge of developing and operating the service. 

® San Jose Area—Santa Clara County and MTC should also analyze potential exten- 
sions to the Guadalupe Corridor now. The following projects should be considered as 
part of a potential light rail network serving all of Santa Clara County: 

@ North San Jose to Lockheed and Mountain View. opolancn, a 

© Central Expressway Extension to Mountain View. Pe 

© Coyote Valley Extension. 

@ East San Jose Extensions—to Eastridge Mall, Evergreen College, via Tully Road 
and East Santa Clara Streets. 

© Los Gatos/Hwy 17 Corridor to Downtown Los Gatos. 

@ Stevens Creek Blvd. Corridor. — 

© West Valley Corridor to Mountain View, Lockheed and Palo Alto/Stanford 
Industrial Park/Stanford University via Foothill Expressway. 

© Milpitas—East San Jose, thru service to Lockheed area. 

@ Southern Almaden Valley. 

® MTC and transit operators should undertake a study of non-traditional funding 
sources for the New Rail Starts and Extensions Program. These funds include operator 
general funds, sales taxes earmarked for public transit purposes, increased fares, passen- 
ger charges at both San Francisco and Oakland Airports, contributions from developers 
in exchange for relaxation of parking and street construction requirements, redevelop- 
ment project funds, transit service restructuring and reduction of non-productive serv- 
ices, and implementation of “management by objective” by transit operators. 

@ MTC should take the lead in convincing the Federal and State governments to sub- 
stantially improve the transportation planning process, by requiring all major transporta- 
tion improvement projects, whether highway or public transit, to include a comprehen- 
sive alternatives analysis of all modes that can effectvely serve travelers’ needs. 


POSITION ON MTC’S PROPOSED “STAGE ONE” CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS: 


® San Jose Area—CRC strongly endorses construction of the Guadalupe Corridor 
Light Rail Transit (LRT) project, with immediate study of potential corridors as 
discussed above. 

® San Francisco MUNI Extensions—CRC strongly endorses the J-Church Extension 
to the Balboa Park BART station, the E-Embarcadero waterfront streetcar line, the F- 
Market streetcar line, and the Muni-Metro Embarcadero turnaround. We support exten- 
sion of Muni-Metro to the proposed “Mission Bay” development, with the understanding 
that it is not a substitute for the extension of Peninsula Commute Service to a down- 
town terminal. We also support the early construction of a private right of way surface 
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light rail line in the Geary St. corridor. We urge creation of an exclusive ‘Transit Street” 
on Geary east of Van Ness Avenue. Parallel Muni motor coach and trolley bus routes 
from Pine St. on the north to Ellis St. on the south should be concentrated on this street, 
with auto traffic diverted elsewhere. 

= BART Extensions—We support early construction of a BART extension to Highway 
4 in North Concord, as part of a longer-range plan to expand rail transit service to the 
Martinez-Pittsburg-Antioch area. 

CRC feels that improvements to the Peninsula Commute Service, including the pro- 
posed extension to downtown, must take first priority since it is the quickest way to 
serve San Mateo Co. and the Airport, and avoid the many problems associated with 
BART extensions in San Mateo Co. We do not oppose eventual extension of BART to 
S.F. International Airport, as a relatively low priority project. An Airport Commute 
Service station with a shuttle bus (future guideway) connection shouldbe established now 
providing for intermodal connections with BART and Amtrak when both services event- 
ually the Airport. Eventual use of a downtown terminal as an Amtrak station serving 
trains to the Monterey Bay Area, Central Coast, San Joaquin Valley, and Southern 
California is a factor that should also not be overlooked. 

CRC supports the extension of BART to a new station in South Daly City adjacent 
to the Serramonte Shopping Center, rather in Colma as presently proposed. A new 
station will serve a substantially different market area than the upgraded Peninsula 
Commute Service, and is thus not a competing project.. 

We agree with MTC that a decision to construct BART or other appropriate project 
(e.g., light rail) beyond the existing Fremont station must await the results of the San 
Jose-Fremont Corridor study. An intermodal station connecting BART/LRT and Am- 
trak service should be built at Irvington or another appropriate location in Fremont area. 

® Oakland Airport Connector—CRC supports construction of an Oakland Airport- 
Coliseum BART station connector, and suggests that AC Transit be the lead agency 
and ultimate operator of the project. It should use light rail technology... 


“STAGE TWO” PROGRAM 
™ BART Extensions—CRC suggests that BART immediately establish a “Light Rail 
Transit Division” for the future planning, construction and operation of the following: 
@ Martinez/Pittsburg/Antioch Corridor, CRC supports construction of a light rail line 
between downtown Martinez (Amtrak station), the Proposed North Concord BART station, Pitts- 
burg, and Antioch, adjacent to Highway 4 over most of the route. At Somersville Road in Antioch, 
the light rail line should turn northeast to the Santa Fe Railroad right of way, and then east to down 
-town Antioch, where a joint light rail/Amtrak station would be built. The line would then proceed 
eastward to a terminal near Hillcrest Ave. in East Antioch. This deviation would provide a conven- 
ient intermodal connection with Amtrak to the San Joaquin Valley and would support redevelop- 
ment of downtown Antioch. 
@ San Ramon Valley/!-680 Corridor. CRC strongly supports construction of a light 
rail line connecting Martinez, Diablo Valley College, Sun Valley Mall, Pleasant Hill BART, Walnut 
Creek BART/Downtown, Danville, San Ramon/Bishop Ranch, Dublin, and Pleasanton/Hacienda 
Business Park, Direct, no-transfer service between San Ramon Valley employment centers and 
Martinez, Pittsburg and Antioch residential areas would be possible. The line would connect in 
Pleasanton with a proposed Castro Valley/Livermore Valley light rail transit line, allowing thru ser- 
vice for Livermore Valley residents to San Ramon Valley employment centers, and for commuters 
from Central Contra Costa County to Livermore Valley employment centers. Both lines would also 
serve as major feeders to BART. Direct, no-transfer service between San Ramon Valley employment 
centers, Martinez, and Pittsburg/Antioch would be provided, with a track connection between High- 
way 4 and the San Ramon Valley line, We believe this service from Pittsburg-Antioch is more impor- 
tant than provision of direct BART heavy rail service to Berkeley/Oakland and San Francisco... 
® Livermore Valley/!-580 Corridor—CRC supports construction of a Igiht rail line be- 
tween the Bayfair BART Station, Castro Valley, Stoneridge Mall, Hacienda Business Park, down- 
town Pleasanton, Livermore, and the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory. We believe this Project 
would cost less than half of a BART heavy rail extension, and could serve many more intra-Liver- 
more Valley trips... If the “Los Positas’” new town development north of Livermore is approved, 
a branch to the Livermore Valley light rail line should be included... 
@ Pleasanton-Fremont Light Rail Line— CRC believes a light rail connection between 
Pleasanton and a Fremont intermodal station should be built parallel to 1-680... 
® West Contra Costa County/I-80 Corridor—CRC supports construction of a BART 
heavy rail extension from the existing terminal i» Richmond via San Pablo, Hilltop Mall and Pinole 
to the vicinity of 1-80 and Highway 4. From there, a light rail feeder line to Vallejo should be con- 
structed. This line would be single-track across the Carquinez Strait using the 4th lane of the north- 
bound 1-80 bridge, then proceed to downtown Vallejo, the Larwin Plaza/Kaiser Hospital area, and 
east to the “Vallejo Corners’ area via Route 37. We also suggest a spur be built to East Vallejo 
and Benicia parallel to 1-780. 
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE CHANGES on VIA for spring and summer: Montreal- 
Ste-Foy: effective Apr 15, trains will leave from Central Station instead of Windsor 
Station on an improved schedule. Toronto-Ottawa: June 3 schedule same as present, 
but on Aug 4 schedule time will be four hours. Proposed RDC service Ottawa-King- 
ston connecting with trains 60/61 to be introduced. Toronto-Windsor: Earlier depart- 
ure for no. 659 will be investigated for June timetable. Toronto-London: Oakville stop 
to be added for 657/658 to generate incremental traffic. Port Hawkesbury-Halifax: 
New service will be introduced June 3 that will originate & terminate at Port Hawkes- 
bury. Sudbury-White River: Train 185 will operate Tue/Thur/Sun from June 19 to 
Sep 4. Train 186 will operate Wed/Fri/Sun from June 20 to Se 5, same schedule as 
in summer 1983. Winnipeg-Saskatoon via Regina (109/110) will be discontinued. A 
new service will start June 3 via Melville and CN lines. Ottawa-Sudbury (177/178): 
recommended changes June 3 are train 177 leave Ottawa at 1:10pm, giving 30min 
connection to train 31 from Montreal. Capreol-Winnipeg 7/8) will revert to tri-weekly 
summer schedule with train 7 lv Capreol Tue/Thur/Sat as of ay 19, and train 8 leave 
Winnipeg Tue/Thur/Sat effective May 19. Campers Special, Winnipeg-Farlane will 
operate as of May 18 for 16 weeks; leave Winnipeg Fridays and Farlane Sundays as of 

ay 21. Ifa holiday falls on Monday, the return will run Monday instead of eee 

CORRIDOR SERVICE PROPOSALS effective June 3:train 29 lv Smins later, at 
7:45am; train 31, improved schedule: trains 32 & 33 operate DO Sao, trains 
35/37, improved schedule. Train 38 leave 7:45pm instead of 6:30. Trains 28, 30, 34, 
35, 39 no changes. Montreal-Ste-Foy: Nos. 21, 22, 24, 25 no changes. No. 20 leave 
7:50am instead of 8:30. No. 23 leave 11:50am instead of 12:20pm. 

Proposed schedule effective June 3, to operate daily between Winni eg & Edmonton 
and tri-weekly beyond; leaving ar ipee thru to Prince Rupert Mon/Wed/ Fri, arriving 
Prince aad Sun/Wed/Fri, leaving Prince Rupert Mon/Wed/Fri, arriving Winnipeg 
Wed/Fri/Sun. Connection at Wienipes with the CANADIAN in both directions. 

Leave Winnipeg 12noon, Saskatoon 11:59pm, Edmonton 8: 15am, Prince Rupert 10am. 
Leave Prince Rupert 4:30pm, Edmonton 10:1 Spm, Saskatoon lv 7:30am, arrive Win- 
nipeg 7pm. Consist‘is to be fairly similar to present Prince Rupert service, with one 
coach and one sleeper.. Mileage Winnipeg-Saskatoon on CN mainline will be 470 com- 
ared to present 520 on CN-CP-CN. Connection with British Columbia Rwy at Prince 
corge will be broken. New stops presumably would be Brandon North, Rivers, St. 
Lazare, Yarbo, Melville, and Ituna. 


“YOU WIN SOME and you lose some” notes Transport 2000 Ontario. Under new 
Transport Secretary Axworthy, more mileage is being cut from VIA than is being 
added. The net loss is 2,744 kilometers, T-2000 calculates, and until Moncton-Edmon- 
ton service starts, the loss is 4,976 kilometers. The overnight Ottawa-Toronto service 

with sleeper) is being cut, one of the two Sidney-Halifax trains is being cut back to 

ort Hawkesbury and reduced to six times weekly from daily, and Regina-Saskatoon 
service will disappear, as will the Ottawa-Kingston VIA bus link (RDC Brockville-Ottawa 
substitution. Chicoutime-Montreal is another probable cut. VIA admits “changes” but 
won’t admit roa cuts. The Axworthy changes may require CTC approval. 

THE MONTREAL GAZETTE editorialized about VIA Jan 17: “Train service in 
Canada is a disgrace. This winter’s horror stories of passengers stuffed into VIA’s bag- 
panes may only be freakish aberrations from the norm. But it is the norm itself that 
is VIA’s real prob. em. Trains are slow, service is indifferent and all too often timetab- 
les are a joke.” The editorial was entitled “Build a high-speed line.” It recommended 
Mies pigieapte pihspeed Lal ie oe ae Quebec age Ontario. It criticized the 

igh-speed Montreal-New York City line as o Tmittin; i 
to cheaper airline flights in the U.S. ‘ sh garam ties =p a 

TRANSPORT 2000 CANADA President Guy Chartrand in J anuary wrote to the 
CTC to call for an immediate investigation of the failures in VIA service over the Christ- 
mas and New Year’s ay “T find it appalling that VIA Rail, after spending millions 
of dollars on refurbishing cars and locomotives and after a management shakeup, can 
give such poor service’’, sand Mr. Chartrand. “VIA Rail has now been in existence for 
nearly seven years, and it is running out of excuses for what has been some of the worst 
performance in Canadian passenger train history.” page 15 


light rail line in the Geary St. corridor. We urge creation of an exclusive ‘Transit Street” | 


on Geary east of Van Ness Avenue. Parallel Muni motor coach and trolley bus routes 
from Pine St. on the north to Ellis St. on the south should be concentrated on this street, 
with auto traffic diverted elsewhere. 

= BART Extensions—We support early construction of a BART extension to Highway 
4 in North Concord, as part of a longer-range plan to expand rail transit service to the 
Martinez-Pittsburg-Antioch area. 

CRC feels that improvements to the Peninsula Commute Service, including the pro- 
posed extension to downtown, must take first priority since it is the quickest way to 
serve San Mateo Co. and the Airport, and avoid the many problems associated with 
BART extensions in San Mateo Co. We do not oppose eventual extension of BART to 
S.F. International Airport, as a relatively low priority project. An Airport Commute 


Service station with a shuttle bus (future guideway) connection shouldbe established now | 


providing for intermodal connections with BART and Amtrak when both services event- 
ually the Airport. Eventual use of a downtown terminal as an Amtrak station serving 
trains to the Monterey Bay Area, Central Coast, San Joaquin Valley, and Southern 
California is a factor that should also not be overlooked. 

CRC supports the extension of BART to a new station in South Daly City adjacent 
to the Serramonte Shopping Center, rather in Colma as presently proposed. A new 
station will serve a substantially different market area than the upgraded Peninsula 
Commute Service, and is thus not a competing project.. 

We agree with MTC that a decision to construct BART or other appropriate project 
(e.g., light rail) beyond the existing Fremont station must await the results of the San 
Jose-Fremont Corridor study. An intermodal station connecting BART/LRT and Am- 
trak service should be built at Irvington or another appropriate location in Fremont area. 

® Oakland Airport Connector—CRC supports construction of an Oakland Airport- 
Coliseum BART station connector, and suggests that AC Transit be the lead agency 
and ultimate operator of the project. It should use light rail technology... 


“STAGE TWO” PROGRAM 
= BART Extensions—CRC suggests that BART immediately establish a “Light Rail 
Transit Division” for the future planning, construction and operation of the following: 
@ Martinez/Pittsburg/Antioch Corridor. CRC supports construction of a light rail line 
between downtown Martinez (Amtrak station), the proposed North Concord BART station, Pitts- 
burg, and Antioch, adjacent to Highway 4 over most of the route. At Somersville Road in Antioch, 
the light rail line should turn northeast to the Santa Fe Railroad right of way, and then east to down 
-town Antioch, where a joint light rail/Amtrak station would be built. The line would then proceed 
eastward to a terminal near Hillcrest Ave. in East Antioch. This deviation would provide a conven- 
ient intermodal connection with Amtrak to the San Joaquin Valley and would support redevelop- 
ment of downtown Antioch. 
@ San Ramon Valley/!-680 Corridor. CRC strongly supports construction of a light 
rail line connecting Martinez, Diablo Valley College, Sun Valley Mall, Pleasant Hill BART, Walnut 
Creek BART/Downtown, Danville, San Ramon/Bishop Ranch, Dublin, and Pleasanton/Hacienda 
Business Park. Direct, no-transfer service between San Ramon Valley employment centers and 
Martinez, Pittsburg and Antioch residential areas would be possible. The line would connect in 
Pleasanton with a proposed Castro Valley/Livermore Valley light rail transit line, allowing thru ser- 
vice for Livermore Valley residents to San Ramon Valley employment centers, and for commuters 
from Central Contra Costa County to Livermore Valley employment centers. Both lines would also 
serve as major feeders to BART. Direct, no-transfer service between San Ramon Valley employment 
centers, Martinez, and Pittsburg/Antioch would be provided, with a track connection between High- 
way 4 and the San Ramon Valley line. We believe this service from Pittsburg-Antioch is more impor- 
tant than provision of direct BART heavy rail service to Berkeley/Oakland and San Francisco... 
® Livermore Valley/!-580 Corridor—CRC supports construction of a Igiht rail line be- 
tween the Bayfair BART Station, Castro Valley, Stoneridge Mall, Hacienda Business Park, down- 
town Pleasanton, Livermore, and the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory. We believe this project 
would cost less than half of a BART heavy rail extension, and could serve many more intra-Liver- 
more Valley trips... If the “Los Positas’” new town development north of Livermore is approved, 
a branch to the Livermore Valley light rail line should be included... 
@ Pleasanton-Fremont Light Rail Line— CRC believes a light rail connection between 
Pleasanton and a Fremont intermodal station should be built parallel to 1-680... 
® West Contra Costa County/I-80 Corridor—CRC supports construction of a BART 
heavy rail extension from the existing terminal in Richmond via San Pablo, Hilltop Mall and Pinole 
to the vicinity of 1-80 and Highway 4. From there, a light rail feeder line to Vallejo should be con- 
structed. This line would be single-track across the Carquinez Strait using the 4th lane of the north- 
bound 1-80 bridge, then proceed to downtown Vallejo, the Larwin Plaza/Kaiser Hospital area, and 
east to the “Vallejo Corners” area via Route 37. We also suggest a spur be built to East Vallejo 
and Benicia parallel to 1-780. 
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE CHANGES on VIA for spring and summer: Montreal- 
Ste-Foy: effective Apr 15, trains will leave from Central Station instead of Windsor 
Station on an improved schedule. Toronto-Ottawa: June 3 schedule same as present, 
but on Aug 4 schedule time will be four hours. Proposed RDC service Ottawa-King- ~ 
ston connecting with trains 60/61 to be introduced. Toronto-Windsor: Earlier depart- 
ure for no. 659 will be investigated for June timetable. Toronto-London: Oakville stop 
to be added for 657/658 to generate incremental traffic. Port Hawkesbu Halifax: 
New service will be introduced June 3 that will originate & terminate at Port Hawkes- 
bury. Sudbury-White River: Train 185 will operate Tue/Thur/Sun from June 19 to 
Sep 4. Train 186 will operate Wed/Fri/Sun from June 20 to Se 5, same schedule as 
in summer 1983. Winnipeg-Saskatoon via Regina (109/110) will be discontinued. A 
new service will start June 3 via Melville and CN lines. Ottawa-Sudbury (177/178): 
recommended changes June 3 are train 177 leave Ottawa at 1:10pm, giving 30min 
connection to train 31 from Montreal. Capreol-Winnipeg Ce will revert to tri-weekly 
summer schedule with train 7 lv Capreol Tue/Thur/Sat as of lay 19, and train 8 leave 
Winnipeg Tue/Thur/Sat effective May 19. Campers Special, Winnipeg-Farlane will 
operate as of May 18 for 16 weeks; leave Winnipeg Fridays and Farlane Sundays as of 

ay 21. Ifa holiday falls on Monday, the return will run Monday instead of Sunday. 

CORRIDOR SERVICE PROPOSALS effective June 3:train 29 lv 5mins later, at 
7:45am; train 31, improved schedule: trains 32 & 33 operate een trains 
35/37, improved schedule. Train 38 leave 7:45pm instead of 6:30. Trains 28, 30, 34, 
35, 39 no changes, Montreal-Ste-Foy: Nos. 21, 22, 24, 25 no changes. No. 20 leave 
7:50am instead of 8:30. No. 23 leave 11:50am instead of 12:20 m. 

Proposed schedule effective June 3, to operate daily between Winnipeg & Edmonton 
and tri-weekly beyond; leaving elec thru to Prince Rupert Mon/Wed/Eri, arriving 
Prince eae Sun/Wed/Fri, leaving Prince Rupert Mon/Wed/Fri, arriving Winnipeg 
Wed/Fri/ un. Connection at Winnipee with the CANADIAN in both directions. 

Leave Winnipeg 12noon, Saskatoon 11:59pm, Edmonton 8:15am, Prince Rupert 10am. 

Leave Prince Rupert 4:30pm, Edmonton 0:15pm, Saskatoon lv 7:30am, arrive Win- 

nipeg 7pm. Consist‘is to be fairly similar to present Prince Rupert service, with one 

coach and one sleeper.. Mileage Se a aed on CN mainline will be 470, com- 
ared to present 520 on CN-CP-CN. Connection with British Columbia Rwy at Prince 
corge will be broken. New stops presumably would be Brandon North, Rivers, St. 

Lazare, Yarbo, Melville, and Ituna. 


“YOU WIN SOME and you lose some” notes Transport 2000 Ontario. Under new 
Transport Secretary Axworthy, more mileage is being cut from VIA than is being 
added. The net loss is 2,744 kilometers, T-2000 calculates, and until Moncton-Edmon- 
ton service starts, the loss is 4,976 kilometers. The overnight Ottawa-Toronto service 

with sleeper) is being cut, one of the two Sidney-Halifax trains is being cut back to 

ort Hawkesbury and reduced to six times weekly from daily, and Regina-Saskatoon 
service will disappear, as will the Ottawa-Kingston VIA bus link (RDC Brockville-Ottawa 
ae foe ee is ae probable cut. VIA admits “changes” but 
wont admit they are cuts. The Axworthy changes may require CTC approval. 

THE MONTREAT, GAZETTE editorialized about VIA fe Ds <THain service in 
Canada is a disgrace. This winter’s horror stories of passengers stuffed into VIA’s bag- 
ees may only be freakish aberrations from the norm. But it is the norm itself that 
is VIA’s real problem. Trains are slow, service is indifferent and all too often timetab- 
les are a joke.” The editorial was entitled “Build a high-speed line.” It recommended 
building a dedicated irish speed rail line peeing Quebec and Ontario. It criticized the 
proposed high-speed ontreal-New York City line as only permitting Canadians access 
to cheaper airline flights in the U.S. 

TRANSPORT 2000 CANADA President Guy Chartrand in January wrote to the 
CTC to call for an immediate investigation of the failures in VIA service over the Christ- 
mas and New Year’s ba “T find it appalling that VIA Rail, after spending millions 
of dollars on refurbishing cars and locomotives and after a management shakeup, can 
give such poor service’, sand Mr. Chartrand. ‘VIA Rail has now been in existence for 
nearly seven years, and it is running out of excuses for what has been some of the worst 
performance in Canadian passenger train history.” page 15 


OKLAHOMA RAIL SUPPORTERS were extremely dismayed when on Jan 27 Am- 
trak told that state’sCongressional delegation that the rail corporation will not be able 
to fund an Oklahoma train unless it is 403-b—with state help. NARP reports that Am- 
trak said it did the “most thoro study ever” of a proposed service, and even was biassed 
towards running it on its own. The study examined seven options, all of which used 
thru Chicago Cars, served Oklahoma City, and had connecting buses between Ft. Worth 
and Dallas. One of the options, a tri-weekly TULSA EAGLE—an extension of the 
present EAGLE to San Antonio via Springfield MO—came up with a 39% revenue-cost 
ratio. All the other options ran Kansas City-Ft: Worth with cross-platform transfer for 
points West, tho the daily options would have only tri-weekly connections West. A 
tri-weekly LONE STARcame up with 216 passenger miles per train mile (PM/TM), and 
hada elec chan -avstemeaverace revenue-cost ratio of 58%; however, the $5.77 million 
in projected revenues under capital costs was deemed too high by Amtrak. A dail 
L STAR had an estimated 51% revenue-cost ratio. An extended ANN RUTLEDGE 
running via Tulsa had a 44% ratio. Running tri-weekly, it would garner 114 PM/TM, and 
91 PM if operating daily. An OIL FLYER train via Tulsa would hit 41% revenue- 
cost ratio if tri-weekly, and 36% if daily. The lowest first-year costs would be for the 
tri-weekly extended ANN RUTLEDGE: $5.1 million. The smallest operating loss would 
be from a tri-weekly LONE STAR: $2.2 million. The startup capital costs ranted from 
$2.1 million for an extended ANN RUTLEDGE to $4.9 million for a daily OIL FLY- 
ER. Under 403-b service, the smallest state share for the first year would be $2.1 mil- 
lion for a tri-weekly LONE STAR, or $2.3 million for an extended ANN RUTLEDGE. 
Both of those trains would cost the state of Oklahoma $1.7 million in each following 
ear. Responding to Amtrak’s conclusions, NARP urged Oklahomans to inform their 
legislators to seek a mandate in the Amtrak authorization bill for running an Okla- 
homa train..... kkk 

THE AMTRAK BUDGET proposed for the 1985 fiscal year by the Reagan Admini- 
stration is a total of $680 mil hon. The total DOT budget, of which the Amtrak figure 
is a part, is $28.6 billion, up $1.2 billion from this year. About 72% of that amount is 
to be covered by “user fees.” Mass transit would get $546 million in operating subsi- 
dies. Highways would receive $13.88 billion. The Federal Aviation Administration 
would get $5.7 billion.) NARP said that the $680 million is adequate to fund the pre- 
sent system, but it includes only $20 million for capital expenditures, and there may 
be some carryover from this year’s budget. The budget requires states to pay higher 
amounts for 403-b costs, but with a gradual phasing-in of those increases. The Federal 
budget figures were made public Feb 1..... : 

THE MISSOURI MULE seems almost certain to be extended from St. Louis to 
Centralia IL at the Apt 29 timetable change. Amtrak in late January was said to be 
working out the final details of an agreement with Southern Railway for the extension, 
which would produce a thru coach and sleeper from Kansas City to St. Louis and to 
New Orleans. Amtrak’s Board is expected to approve the deal at its Feb 15 meeting..... 

kkk 


THE NEW JERSEY Chamber of Commerce sponsored a special Amtrak train from 
New York to Washington Feb 2. The 18-car train was made up of 2 Amcoaches, an 
Amcafe, 3 Amcoaches, 2 split club cars, 4 Amcoaches, Amcafe, and 5 Amcoaches, all 
pulled by an E60 locomotive. Aboard for the 4-hour trip were Gov. Kean of New Jer- 
sey and about 1700 political and business leaders. This was the 46th such trip..... 

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR DEUKMEJIAN is agreeable to starting up an Oakland 
to Reno/Sparks NV train. On Feb 1 NARP’s John Kirkwood sent Deukmejian a letter 
rl ei him on the train plan. Kirkwood pointed out that Amtrak’s estimate of a 
56%% cost recovery for the train is probably conservative, and that it more likely would 
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be higher than 60%. The train would receive private-sector support, with casinos pro- 

viding bonus coupons and marketing assistance. The state of Nevada must share in the 

403-b costs, and that state has set a deadline of the end of February for obtaining funds. 

Pally a are being urged to write Nevada’s Governor on this matter (see page 10 
or details)... 

AMTRAR’S AUTO TRAIN may not go to daily operation 
in the spring, as it was expected to do. That is the latest 
speculation, based on relatively low ridership on its present 18 22 
tri-weekly schedule. At the right is listedthe size of AUTO 


TRAIN passenger car and auto carrier consists for the 18 23 

entire month of January (southbound train 53 only), courtesy J 7 8 20 

of Robert Clark. Following the Superbowl game, the train 1 18 

ran north on Monday instead of the usual Tuesday, to ac- 15 16 

commodate football fans returning to the Northeast. Amtrak 

has been advertising its discounts on the northbound train, ab) 12 
ood thru Feb 23. The discount is 40%, so car and driver are 16 16 


279, and extra passenger $79. Another correpondent says - 
he believes that sleeper space is way overpriced, however; 
the above fare would allow two to travel for $358, but bed- 
room space would add $225, which is terribly overpriced, 
he feels. “The same $225 would no doubt reserve the finest 
suite in a plush Manhattan hotel. comparison, until mid- 
April one can fly roundtrip Miami-Washington for $219 on 
Eastern; thus, a couple can fly roundtrip for $438, or $145 
less than one-way AUTO TRAIN by bedroom. Further, the 
plane allows none of AUTO T. s restrictions: tri-weekly 
only, northbound only, until Feb 23 only...... 


DALLAS CITY COUNCIL on Jan 11 rescinded a law requiring 20mph speed limits 
for freight ane pessetiget trains in the.city limits. NARP said this law was responsible 
for the EAGLE’s requiring a full hour to cross the city, . The new law sets limits based. 
on Were track classes. It won’t help Amtrak, however, unless the MoPac takes advan- 
tage of it. s E 
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THE SKI SEASON is in full swing, and above is shown an attractive drawing from 
an Amtrak folder, “Amtrak Ski Country”...." 

CUT BANK, MONTANA’S eee ae eae is not over yet. Bowing to politi- 
cal pressure from the area, Amtrak agreed to e Cut Bank a receiving station for 
Amtrak Express. However, they designateda local businessman to be the receiving 
agent, and the union, BRAC, would have no part of it. The deal was off, and Amtrak 
got another black eye in a local newspaper editorial...” 

THE SOUTHERN PAC IFIC ran a special train to St. Petersburg for the Superbowl 
game in late January (see last issue). Consist was engines 3201 & 3309; cars 295 bag- 
gage, 298 baggage, sleeper 292, diner 290, Tgonge 291, business cars 141 “Oakland’’, 

00 “Airslie”, 106 “Oregon’’, 99 “Houston”, 151 “Pine Bluff”, 131 “Los Angeles”, 
and 117 “Tucson”. The train deadheaded to St. Péte and was occupied by SP officers 
upon arrival at St. Pete..... : 

LOS ANGELES UNION Station is worth about $85 million, a jury decided Jan 27 


in response to a lawsuit pro by government agencies who want to buy it from the 
three railroad owners. The i 


a ele ea ee ee, 
COLD DAYS ON METRO-NORTH 


BY ROBERT UNDERWOOD 
Saturday, Jan 2! found me leaving New ; me even had his ear flaps down over his 


Haven on Metro North train 1655, a warm 
8-car MU train to Grand Central, at. 6:58am. 
I was seated beside a clean window, and I 
lucked out in that the window across the 
aisle was also clean, Far too many wind- 
ows are of the “frosted bathroom wind- 
ow” variety. On this bitter cold, 10-15 
degree day, I had an uneventful and on- 
time ride. 

At Grand Central, the Solari board gave 
no track listing for train 9013, the 9:15am 
“local express” to Brewster North with 
connection to Dover Plains, I purchased 
two one-way off peaks at $6.95 each. The 
New Haven Line still has off peak round 
trips (and standard one-way), but effective 
Jan 1, the off-peak roundtrips on the Hud- 
son and Harlem lines were replaced with 
one-way off peaks. The one-way rider 
finally gets a price break. (Connecticut 
DOT would not allow off-peak roundtrip 
to be replaced with off-peak one-way.) 

Finally my train was announced on 
track 38. As I walked closer to the gate, 
the diesel fumes grew worse. Down the 
ramp we went. The conductor hollered 
that the smoker car was up front. But 
wait a minute—the two FL9 locomotives 
are on the hind end. Track 38 was con- 
nected to the loop track and it looked as 
if we’d go around the loop. 

Departure time came and went. The 
conductor then announced that there 
would be a 5-10 minute delay. ‘“‘We use 
steam for heat, and we have to water the 
engines.” He further explained that 
those passengers going beyond Mt. Kisco 
would change to buses there. ““You’]] all 
have a nice ride on the bus.” There was 
some laughter. I thought of bailing out 
and riding the Hudson Line, but then we 
departed. 

The FL9s’ distinctive whistle blew a 
highball and we screeched around the loop 
amind EMDs revving and the accompany- 
ing diesel fumes. There wasn’t much to 
see, but I could see well, as only four lights 
in the whole car worked. 

We sat several minutes at 125th Street 
while they tried to start the steam boilers. 
No success with either one. We departed 
13 minutes late, first stop White Plains. 
The car was chilly, and I was glad I had 
dressed warmly. Around Mt. Vernon, a 
fellow arose and put on his scarf, hat and 
coat. The conductor came thru and think- 
ing he was about to detrain, he said, ““We- 
*re not there yet. We’re only in Mt. Ver- 
non.” The fellow in the seat in front of 
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ears, 

At White Plains a 5-car southbound with 
two FL9s passed, all equipment billowing 
in steam, When we departed the station, 
the engineer radioed North White Plains 
and asked for help in starting the boilers. 
We made the station stop and then pulled 
up into the yards and stopped. The con- 
ductor explained the delay, and right after 
that the scanner squawked the bad news. 
Nothing could be done with the boilers. 
“Go as you are.” I was using my scanner 
ear plug and said nothing, We got under- 
way at 10:21 (due at 9:53). 

The conductor was jovial, saying “In 
two months it will be spring and you'll be 
able to say ‘I survived the deep freeze.’ ”’ 
If it was any colder I could have seen my 
breath. 

We made stops at Valhalla and Haw- 
thorne, At both stations, high-level center 
platforms as yet unused were covered with 
snow. Pleasantville came next, and a por- 
tion of the high-level platform was already 
in use. Next stop—Mt. Kisco. The conduc- 
tor came thru, announcing the change to 
buses, ‘“Now where did I leave my case? 

I had it back there. Oh, there it is.” He 
walked thru to the rear of the coach and 
hollered the stop. He didn’t need a P.A.— 
Pm sure they could hear him in the next 
car. Arrival was at 10:45, 27mins late. 

“Watch your step. Plenty of time. 
Watch your step.”” Thud. “Whoa—slow 
down. Plenty of time.” A little boy with 
his father went down the steps to the clear 
platform. “Look at you. Where are your 
tubbers? Look at all the snow outside.” 
Then it was my turn. The steps indeed 
were slippery. ‘‘Look at those boots you 
have. Those are nice,” he said to me. 

I took a few photos and then joined the 
crowd lining up for the buses. There were 


six or seven buses for different destinations. 


I asked the fellow directing passengers if 
there would be a train shuttle Brewster 
North to Dover Plains, “‘No—bus all the 
way.” I was hoping he wouldn’t say that. 
T elected to stay right in Mt. Kisco and do 
some photography. 

The conductor’s humor spilled over to 
the bus operations. Two buses had ‘One 
If By Land” destination signs. One by one 
the buses left and the train pulled north, 
stopped and backed down onto a pair of 
FL9s that were on the southbound track, 
These units were billowing in steam. 

I warmed myself inside the station, and 
after a while I had to go back outside, as 


I was hot. The new high-level platform 
was all snow-covered. Car knockers were 
making the hitch and hooking up the steam 
hoses, The scanner came into action. “The 
steam line on this car is frozen, Maybe I 
can thaw it with a fusee.” They tried with- 
out success, ~ 

Boarding time, and a small group of us 
got on. I was in Amtrak car 5653, a car 
with reclining seats and picture windows. 

I got a clean window. Brrr. It was so cold 
that I could see my breath. One by one 

the buses arrived and crowds of passengers 
boarded. Train 9020 departed at 11:39 
(due at 11:26). Everyone was well-bundled 
up. This time I had my ear flaps down. I 
gave the conductor a ticket I had purchased 
in the station at Mt. Kisco, and later would 
get a refund for my Dover Plains ticket in 
Grand Central. I was on the sunny side 

of the car and was toasty warm except for 
toes that were like blocks of ice in spite 

of two pairs of socks. 

The local at North White Plains was 
held so “locals” could make their connec- 
tion, and we departed with standees, The 
rest of the ride was uneventful until we 
approached Grand Central. There the 
scanner came alive again. ‘°9020—You’re 
going in on track 39. We know about 
your boiler problem, We’re going to try 
and loop you out.” 

In the tunnel there was no doubt that 
I was in a former New York Central car— 
the lights over the seats were all blinking 
in a lightning bug fashion. This problem 
has never been corrrected. We arrived 
at Grand Central at 12:43pm, only 10 
minutes late. 

Up the ramp, thru the fumes and into 
the main lobby for a quick ticket refund. 
There was plenty of time until my next 
train to New Haven, so I went back to 
track 39 to watch the departure of train 
9021. Car knockers were at work. Ham- 
mer, hammer. Bang. Clank. A set of cars 
on track 38 billowed steam. Finaily at 
1:38 (due at 1:15) the train pulled out. I 
saw no evidence of steam. Would they 
change engines in Mt. Kisco and would they 
use the ones with non-operating steam 
boilers? I was not about to ride to find 
out. I got into a nice warm New Haven 
Line train and my feet thawed out. 


Carl Loucks 


.... SELLING RAILROAD TIMETABLES 


Employee Timetabies, Public Timetables 
Brochures. Guides. Postcards, Tickets. a 


full line of transportation paper items. New 
catalogue issued monthly Send Stamped Seif 
Addressed Envelope for latest list and specials 


199 Wayland $t., Hamden, CT 06518 


“Rail Tours of Distinction” 


JOIN US 
Annual Membership fee of $4.00. In- 
cludes Full Color New England Railroad- 
ing Calender & Quarterly Tour Mailings. 
Please send a No. 10 self-ad- 
dressed stamped envelope to 
process. 


MYSTIC VALLEY 
RAILWAY SOCIETY, INC. 


P.O. Box 32, Mattapan, Mass. 02126-0032 
617-361-4445 (24 HRS.) 


RAIL FANTRIPS 


Feb 25: Snow Train to Vermont. (New England States Ltd). Boston-New London-CV Rwy to 


Brattleboro VT (optional: slei 


ride from Amherst MA). Back via NYC-B&A via Worcester & 


Framingham. $44. Mass. Bay RR Enthusiasts Inc, Box 525, Bedford MA 01730. 


Mar 17-18: Skytop obs car Cedar Rapids & ex-Santa Fe Big Dome operate one day & overnite 
between Chicago & Dearborn Ml. From $119. 20th Century RR Club, 509 W. Roosevelt Rd, 


Chicago IL 60607. (312) 829-4500. — 
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Mar 17-18: St. Patrick’s Day luxury rail journey NY-Boston RT, private car Lehigh Valle 353 
on NEW ENGLAND ZIP & MERCHANTS LTD. Sumptuous muake prepared aboard, $250. 
Limit 18. David L. Ross, 300 Winston Dr no. 2020 Cliffside Park NJ 07010. 201-886-1359, 


May 10-21: Travel aboard VIA from Vancouver to Ottawa's Festival of Spring. Ride domes, 
RDC’s and other interesting equipment. Complete tour package from Los Angeles. For 
brochure: Mountain Outin’ Tours, Inc. Box 70, East irvine CAS 92650. 


May 27-Jun3: Travel Anitrak & 4449 special to New Orleans World’s Expo. Inei 700 miles 
behind steam, incl freight-only Dallas-Houston on SP. Optional 7-day extension to visit LA 
Bayou country. Tour pkg from L.A. Pacific RR Society Inc, Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516. 
Jun 15-17: “A Legend Returns” steam with 4449 on Sunset Rte Phoenix-L.A. Complete pk 
from L.A. incl travel on SUNSET to Phoenix. Also avail Jun 16-18 isa RT pkg fran Phoenix. 
Pacific Railroad Society Inc, Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516. 

n 22-25: Four-day excursion L.A.-Pacific Northwest, inet 2-day trip with 4449 over Shasta 
Route, Pacific RR Society Inc, Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516. 
dun 22-Jul 1: Pacific Northwest Holiday. From L.A., incl 4449 Sacramento-Portland, tour of 
San Juan Islands & Olympic Peninsula, and special Seattle & North Coast Excursion. 
Pacific Railroad Society, Inc., Box 2858, Riverside CA 92516. 


June 29: Seattle & North Coast excursion, Port Townsend to Port Angeles. Limited seatin 
available aboard the two-car train. Mountain Outin’ Tours, inc., Box 90, E. Irvine CA 92650. 
bie A apalenger No. ae payer: mnalinline excursion ou he Denver/Laramie/Denver trip 
on Sherman Hill; diesei on Colo. porti i i 
0 Box 2391, Donen cane ‘9. portions. Rocky Mountain Railroad Club, 
Send large SASE when responding to listings. One Rail Fantri s listing is free. Send info to: 
RAIL TRAVEL NEWS, Fantrips Dept, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709, ean 


EXPRESS ADS 


Next in The International Railway Traveler: Passanger trains of the Holy Land; romance 
aboard the crack international overnight express “Tolstoy” between Helsinki, Finland, and 
Moscow; Australian National’s new ton distance train, “The Alice,” and much more! Come 
ride the railways of the world! Bimont ly subscription $15. Sample copy $2.50. Write IRT, 
Dept. O, P. O. Box 35067, Louisville, KY 40232. (502) 456-1028. Subscribe today! 
May 26-31 and June 2-7: Luxury private car tours to New Orleans for the 1984 
World‘s Fair departing from New York. se mcrane first class accommodations, 
lounge service, and meals aboard completely rebuilt all bedroom sleeper and 
round end sleeper-dining-lounge cars. Eastern Railcar Services, 600 North Union 
Avenue, Hillside, N.J. 07205. 


a government corporation. In view of the fact that (1) sec. 804 of Pub. 
L. 910518, 84 Stat. 1340 (1970), subjects Amtr: i igati 


board to promptl 
concede by eines Passed resolution tha 
as defined in 31 U.S.C. 9101 and 5 U.S.C. 103. Alfred E. Ehm, Sa 
RAIL TOURS: England, France, Spain, Canada. Summer 1984, 
Rail/Road Tours, Hyde Park Travel Bureau P.O. Box 24 
STAMFORD CT Aug 10-11 1984. Annual convention and show of the National Associa- 


tion of Timetable Collectors. Friday Aug 10: open to NAOTC members and registered 
dealers ONLY, Saturday Au i 


\OT J e Northeast onl 
wait till 1987 to see this outstanding sale of rail, trolley, 


transportation pap 
WANTED! NEEDED! From now on, Top NARP leadershi vigorously 
to restore Lone Star to Oklahoma. (Should have begun in 1979), Wanted, top NARP leaders 
to challenge Amtrak’s stupidly wasteful feguencies in NE Corridor, like New England Metro- 

ington DC trains Reyond all reason a 


to work relentlessly, 


e way to 


ave D 
TRAIN BAZAAR '84, Sunday, March 11, 1984 at Mother Seton High School, Clark, NJ 
9am-d4pm., Operating Layouts— Door Prizes— Refreshments on premises. Buying/Selling: 
Mode! Trains— All Gauges, RR Photographs, Books, Collectibles, Hardware, Antiques, 
Sponsored by Jersey Central Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 700, Clark, NJ 07066. — 
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EXPRESS ADS 


AMITRAK—VIA RAIL CANADA—EURAILPASS—OCEAN LINER CRUISES—RAIL TOURS— 
RAIL EXCURSIONS—CHARTER RAIL CARS. Arrangements by phone or appointment—use | 
your credit card—tickets mailed promptly. A fully appointed travel agency with masters of 
ship and rail travel. GREAT WESTERN TOURS, Sheraton Palace Hotel, Suite 900, 

639 Market Street, San Francisco CA 94105, (415) 398-2994. 


DINING CAR CHINA, glasses, silver, cloth. Linereples, gules, stationery, rules, metal 
& Pullman items, annual reports. Many railroads. Long 37¢ stamped envelope brings list. 
J. McCleilan, 1752 S. Wichita, Wichita, KS 67213. Will buy items. 


GISELLE’S TRAVEL CORP at 1215 4th St. Sacramento CA 9581 4, Phone: (916) 446-1211 
dfers rail tickets on AMTRAK—VIA (CANADA}— EURAILPASS along with tours and 
accommodations in cities to which you are traveling. Let Giselle’s help you take your 

next memorable rail trip. : 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOURS PROGRAM- STERNWHEELER TO THE OREGON COAST 
Apr28-30. Recreate steamboat days on the Columbia River-once only-Amtrak Seattle-Tacoma 
or Portland to Kelso, then sail to Aeratia on the new Columbia River sternwheeler, 
THE COLUMBIA GORGE, with lunch included on board. Motorcoach to overnight 
stop on Longbeach at the Breakers, optional dinner at the Ark, acclaimed by James 
Beard. Breakfast Sunday at Shelburne Inn (optional), then motor the spectacular 
Oregon Coast, past Haystack Rock, Cascade Head, to Lincoln City, overnighting 
at Inn at Spanish Head, in oceanfront rooms. Monday return via Newport, 
Wiltamette Valley backroads, winery stop, Amtrak Portland to Seattle-Tacoma. 
59.00 per person double, $40 single supplement, $249.00 from Portiand, 
| inclusive of rail, boat, lunch day one, lodging, escort services, narrated commentary, 
luggage handling, taxes. Free brochure from: Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Ave., 
Tacoma WA 98402. (206) 572-5850. (206) 838-1314 from Seattle. NOTE: The 
MV COLUMBIA GORGE is an authentic sternwheeler, a copy of 1890's Columbia River 
boats, 195 feet long three decks, classic lines and appearance. 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOUR PROGRAM—PORTLAND ROSE PARADE-MT. HOOD 
COLUMBIA GORGE HOTEL. See the famous Grand Floral Rose Parade at Portland, 
second in the U.S. only to the Tournament of Roses in Pasadena, Amtrak Coast Starlight 
to Portland, overnight at historic, elegant Benson Hotel, Rose Parade Saturday, then 
motorcoach up magnificent Mt. Hood to Timberline Lodge, WPA National Historic . 
Landmark Hotel, for tea and sightseeing, then to Hood River for overnight at Columbia 
Gorge Hotel, sister originally to the Portland Benson. National Historie Landmark 
Property, on cliffs three hundred feet over Columbia River. Elegant meals and 
antique-filled rooms. Breakfast included—nine courses—then return via UP Inner Gor, 
tine. $249.00 per person double, $40 single supplement, inclusive of rail, ‘motorcoach, 
two nights lodging, tea at Timberline Lodge, breakfast banquet at Columbia Gorge 

Hotel, escort services, narrated commentary, Juggage handling, taxes. Free brochure 
from: Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma WA 9840 (206) 572-5850 

(206) 838-1314 from Seattle. One-time only JUNE 8-10, 1984. 


1984 ESCORTED RAIL TOUR PROGRAM—SPRINGTIME IN THE CANADIAN ROCKIES 
June 16-22. The classic grand tour of the Canadian Rockies, in the spring, with the peaks 
still covered in snow, the waterfalls at peak and the flowers just out. Motorcoach Tacoma/ 
Seattie to Vancouver, then VIA RAILS flagship— THE CANADIAN-first class sleepers 
to Banff. The daylight crossing of the Rockies is unparallelled in North America— Rogers 
Pass, the Spiral Tunnels, Kicking Horse Pass, great glaciers, the continental divide. 
THE CANADIAN still features a full diner, dome lounge observation, a coffee-shop and 
real service. Overnight at Banff Springs Hotel, the great CPR chalet-castle, then 
comprehensive motorcoach tour of the parks—with overnight in historic Deer Lodge 
at Lake Louise (150 feet to lake shore at the Chateau), dinner at Jasper Park Lodge, 
snow-machine tour of Columbia Icefields, launch cruise of Maligne Lake, lodging at 
Lobstick Lodge in Jasper. The SKEENA to Prince George, then BC Railway 
CARIBOO DAYLINER, with meals, to North Vancouver, one of the most 
spectacular scenic train rides in the world. Overnight at lovely Park Royal Hotel, 

a free day in Vancouver, afternoon motorcoach return to Seattle area. 
Sys to $875 per person double, $850 single, depending on sleeper space used, $25 
reduction to loin ieave in Vancouver. Price is anchusive of rail, sleoners, hotels. ir 
meals, luggage handling, escort services, narrated commentar , taxes. Free brochure. 
Travel Center, 1201 Pacific Ave, Tacoma WA 98402 (206) 52-5850; (206)838-1314 Seattle. 


“Issues in American Rail Travel,”” RTN’s little book on important problems with America’s 
rail passenger revival, is almost teady for publication, Price will be $4.50, which includes 
relevant tax & post. Full details will be given later in RTN. PO Box 9007 Berkeley CA 94709. 


URBAN-SUBURBAN TRANSIT (continued from page 14) 


™ Muni Light Rail Extensions—CRC supports extension of Muni light rail service in the Third 
Street Corridor. We also support a westward extension of the Third St. route past the Cow Pal- 
ace to the Balboa Park BART station. This line could also provide local transit service to any poten- 
tial redevelopment of the SP Bayshore Yard in Brisbane. A light rail spur to Hunters Point could 
support its redevelopment. If $F. retains Candlestick Park, light rail should be extended there also. 
® Golden Gate Bridge, Highway & Transportation District Projects—CRC believes 


Page 21 


that the Northwestern Pacific RR right of way between Eureka and Marin Co. should 
be preserved for future passenger and freight transportation purposes. We support acqui- 
sition of the line either by the GGBHTD orjointly with the Redwood Region Rail Authority (as 
proposed in SB 1283). Service akin to light rail between Santa Rosa and the Larkspur Ferry Term- 
inal should be provided as a first stage demonstration project, using lightweight “rail buses”, as pro- 
posed for Youngstown OH, and presently used in England. When funding is available, the line 
should be extended as light rail into $.F. via a “Waldo Grade” tunnel and a second deck on the Gol- 
den Gate Bridge, as suggested by S.F.’s proposed Downtown Plan. At that time, the line should be 
electrified to light rail standards between Santa Rosa & S.F. and integrated with Muni E-Embarcade- 
ro line, 

(The above, here condensed, was presented to the MTC at a Jan 26 public hearing in Oakland CA.) 


What’s Doing at Beech Grove 


A group of 80 rail supporters recently was given a tour of Amtrak’s Beech Grove 
Shops, led by the shops’ director, Walter Barrick. A report of this appeared in the 
Indiana ARF’s newsletter, and was reprinted by the Depot Street Journal. The report 
indicated that Amtrak is pressed for space in the shops, and is negotiating to obtain 
the portion of the facility that is owned by Conrail. It was said that agreement on the 
change of ownership was near. Work on AUTO TRAIN equipment and on the Wash- 
ington Metro Breda cars is taking up most of the facility. The group reported that 
next in line for conversion to head-end power are the RIO GRANDE ZEPHYR cars. 
(At the NARP meeting of Feb 4, Amtrak Director Ralph Kerchum said that work on 
the AUTO TRAIN equipment is pushing aside needed work on equipment for the 
other trains of the system.) 

The group also saw Turboliners being repainted, F-40 locomotives being repaired 
after accidents, and a new track geometry car being built. 

From other reports, it is believed that Amtrak plans to convert the former Pennsy 
twin-unit diners to head-end power for use on the Florida trains. Also, ex-Southern 
Railway coach lounges 3850-55 will be likewise done for this service. There is a rumor 
that Amtrak President Graham Claytor has ordered one of the ex-CALIFORNIA ZE- 
PHYR dome observations be rehabilitated as a private office car for his use. 


AMTRAK RIDERSHIP FIGURES 


METROLINERS 96,265 11,1 DECEMBER 1983 FIGURES 


NE CORRIDOR CONVENTIONAL 304,342 7.8 ‘ : : 
7 (See last issue for November figures.) First column 
6 


1 

7 

NEW ENGLAND HETROL INERS 6,433 -7. anehe : : 

NEW HAVEN-SPRINGFIELD 22,643 20,6 | Contains ridership counts. Second column contains 
14 


NEW YORK-PHILADELPHIA 192 ,847 
PHILADELPH|A=HARR | SBURG 61,621 o4, 
NEW YORK-HARR | SBURG 23,379 

TOTAL NE CORR IGOR 907,551 


5 

8 
NY-ALBANY-NIAGARA FALLS 79,331 23 
CHICAGO-ST. LOUIS 28,839 16., 
16 

19 

9 


y, Ouray, 


» private parlor car on 


Below is our 1984 schedule: 


+ 60 miles by mail boat to Stehekin, peak, fall colors) 
WE ARE RAIL SPECIALISTS. 


» Silverton Train, Jeep through Monument Valle 
» Mesa Verde, Rocky Mountain] 


» E & N Railway, mailboat to Ucluelet, ferry crossings, ExCPR 


1201 PACIFIC AVENUE 


TRAVEL CENTER, INC. 
TACOMA, WA 98402 


California Zephyr 
1 FOUNTAIN COURT 


Arches, Canyonlands 


WE SELL TICKETS ON ALL CARRIERS, 
» Carl Fowler, who has traveled over 100,000 miles by train. 


Four National Parks [ 


In 1983 TRAVEL CENTER, INC. brought back the escorted rail tour. 
in the Colorado Rockies, 


Princess of Vancouver) 


Denver, 


the Silverton) 
Lake Chelan and North Cascades National Park (Empire Builder, Cascade Tunnel 


TOURS FROM $159.00 PER PERSON (Priced from T 


percentage change from Dec 1982. This was once 
again a very good month, with overall ridership up 
12.4%, compared with 17.0% in November. 


PHONE (206) 572 5850 or write for our free 12 page catalog 


Aspen, 
acoma-Seattle) 


NEW YORK~FLORIDA 99,326 10.2 
CH| CAGO-NY /WASHINGTUN , 27,060 18.0 
CHI CAGO-DETROIT-TOLEDO 39,420 CHICAGO-CIN-WAS-NY geass 
CHICAGO-CARBONDALE 15,707 CHICAGO-SEATTLE/PORTLAND 52,394 18.2 
CHI CAGO-QUINCY 7,769 27.6 CHI CAGO-OAKL AND 43,669 30.7 
LOS ANGELES-SAN DIEGU 89,613 15.1 CHICAGO-LOS ANGELES CORGdL pa wniled 
SEATTLE~PORTLAND 11,166 111.6 CHICAGO-NEW ORLEANS 18,822 13.5 
WASHINGTON-NART INSBURG 11,644 -33.4 CHICAGO-TEXAS NO Sh5ve-3951 
OAKLAND -BAKERSF ELD 22,686 45,3 LOS ANGELE S-NEW ORLEANS 6,484 18,5 
NEW YORK-MONTREAL LR el eS) LOS ANGELES-SEATTLE 53,637 30,1 
CHICAGO-PORT HURON-TORONTO 10,436 13.6 CHICAGO-NEW YORK /BOSTON 35,910 10.0 
MINNEAPOL | S-DULUTH 2,071. 5.7 BOSTON-NEWPORT NEWS 8,015 12,5 
CHI CAGO-VALPARAISO 15,484 25.0 NEW YORK=SAVANNAH 13,760 1 
CHICAGO-1ND|ANAPOL IS 7,676 41.6 SEATTLE-SALT LAKE/CHICAGO 20,574 23 
CHICAGO-KANSAS CITY A231 “35,3 NEW YORK-NEW ORLEANS 24,883 30. 
PHILADELPHIA-PITTSBURGH 12,580 47.2 : L.A.-SALT LAKE/CHICAGO 10,975 15 
LOS ANGELES-SACRAMENTO -- 2100.0 AUTO TRAIN (LORTON-SANFORD) 4,302 
MIAMI-TAMPA 4,718 25.7 TOTAL LONG DISTANCE 431,979 18 
TOTAL SHORT DISTANCE 391,141 14.7 SPECIAL TRAINS Lae 1 
page 22 SYSTEM TOTAL 1,738,030 12 


CHI CAGO-MILWAUKEE 14,195 


g is now available. 


5 

1 

2 

I 

«a WASH (NGTON-MONTREAL 10,079 16.1 
3 

7 

8 

4 


WE CAN ARRANGE CONNECTIONS FROM ANYWHERE. 


Each of the above tours will be fully escorted by our rail expert 
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Spectacular British Columbia (The Sunshine Coast and Vancouver Island 


Sternwheel Riverboat to the Oregon Coast 
Portland Rose Parade, Mt. Hood, Columbia Gorge 


Journey Into Autumn (Aspen time 


TRAVEL CENTER, INC. KNOWS RAIL 


Py 


FRBAwWOMDUW 


Our 1984 Exclusive Rail Tour catalo 
September 19-29 


October 5-7 


